Fniit Slicer 
Background of the Invention 

1 . Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a fiiiit slicer that slices a flesh of fruit into 
S a plurality of pieces in a single slicing movement. 

2. Description of the Related Art 

The flesh of fruit can be sliced for direct eating or subsequent processing 
including making juice in a juicer or mixer. The flesh of fruit is generally sliced 
piece by piece with a knife, which is time-consuming and thus imeconomic, 
10 particular to restaurants or parties. Further, it is not imconraion that the user of the 
knife is injured by the exposed cutting edge of the knife. 

Summary of the Invention 
An object of the present invention is to provide a fruit slier that slices the 
flesh of fruit into a plurality of pieces in a single slicing movement. 
15 A fruit slicer in accordance with the present invention includes an 

X-hinged device including two handles pivoted by a pivot that separates the 
X-hinged device into an upper portion and a lower portion, an arcuate resilient 
plate having two ends fixed to the upper portion of the X-hinged device, and a 
plurality of blades each having a first end fixed to the arcuate resilient plate and a 
20 second end fixed in a recessed portion of the X-hinged device. A respective pair 
of the blades has a gap therebetween. An elastic element is moimted between the 
handles for biasing the handles away from each other 

The arcuate resilient plate is deformed when the handles are pressed 
toward each other, thereby reducing the gap. The arcuate resilient plate restores its 
25 shape when the handles are released. 



Other objects, advantages, and novel features of the invention will 
become more apparent from the following detailed description when taken in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawings. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 
5 Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a fruit slicer in accordance with the present 

invention. 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the fruit slicer, wherein the handles of the 
slicer are pressed for slicing a flesh with a narrower width or a narrower portion 
of the flesh. 

10 Fig. 3 is a perspective view illustrating beginning of a slicing operation of 

the fruit slicer in accordance with the present invention. 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view similar to Fig. 3, illustrating further slicing of 
the flesh by the fruit slicer. 

Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiment 

15 Referring to Fig. 1, a firuit slicer in accordance with the present invention 

generally comprises an X*hinged device 1 including a pair of handles 11 pivoted 
by a pivot 12 that separates the X-hinged device 1 into a lower portion for grasp 
and an upper portion. A recessed portion 121 is defined in the upper portion of the 
X-hinged device 1 . 

20 An elastic element, e.g., a coil spring 12 is attached between the handles 

12 for biasing the handles 12 away from each other. Preferably, the coil spring 12 
has a coil portion mounted around the pivot 12 and two ends respectively abutting 
against the handles 1 1 . 

A frame 2 is fixed to the upper portion of the X-hinged device 1 . Li this 

25 embodiment, the frame 2 includes a substantially arcuate resilient plate 21 having 
two ends respectively fixed to two ends of the upper portion of the X-hinged 



device 1. A plurality of blades 22 are provided, wherein each blade 22 has a first 
end fixed to the substantially arcuate resilient plate 21 and a second end fixed to 
the recessed portion 121 of the upper portion of the X-hinged device 1 . 

Referring to Fig. 2, when the handles 12 are pressed, the two ends of the 
S substantially arcuate resilient plate 21 are moved toward each other such that the 
spacing or gap between two adjacent blades 22 is reduced. More specifically, the 
force applied to the handles 1 1 decides the gap between two adjacent blades 22. 
Namely, the greater the applied force is, the smaller the gap is. This allows the 
user to adjust the thickness of the sliced pieces while slicing the flesh of firuit. The 

10 handles 1 1 retum their original position and the arcuate resilient plate 21 restores 
its shape when the force is released. 

Referring to Fig. 3, in use, for slicing a half sliced fruit (e.g., an avocado), 
in the beginning, the fruit slicer is in a position at a small acute angle with a 
horizontal plane, with the first end of each blade 22 being in contact with an end 

15 portion of the half sliced avocado. Then, the fruit slicer is moved toward the other 
end of the half sliced avocado, during which tiie fruit slicer is gradually moved to 
a position at a larger acute angle with the horizontal plane, as shown in Fig. 4. 
The half sliced avocado is further sliced into a plurality of pieces at a single 
slicing movement. It is noted that the handles 11 of the fruit slicer may be pressed 

20 when the fruit slicer is moved through a narrower portion of the fruit slicer. 
Namely, the handles 1 1 of the fruit slicer are firstly pressed in the beginning of the 
slicing movement. The handles 1 1 of the fruit slicer are then released such that the 
gap between two adjacent blades 22 increases in response to the increasing width 
of the half sliced avocado, and the handles 1 1 of the fruit slicer are then pressed 

25 again when the fruit slicer has passed through the widest portion of the half sliced 
avocado. The substantially arcuate resilient plate is made of a material that can be 



deformed when the handles 1 1 are pressed toward each other. After the single 
slicing movement of the fiuit slicer, the avocado is sliced into a plurality of 
pieces. 

The fruit slicer in accordance with the present invention may thus be used 
5 to slice flesh of a non-uniform width through manual control of the handles 1 1 . 

Preferably, the blades 22 extend in an area not beyond two edges of the 
substantially arcuate resilient plate 21. This largely reduces the risk of injury to 
the \iser while slicing the fruit. 

Although the invention has been explained in relation to its preferred 
10 embodiment, it is to be understood that many other possible modifications and 
variations can be made without departing from the scope of the invention as 
hereinafter claimed. 
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